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Please ring us BEFORE 9.00 if your child is absent, BEFORE 2.00 to change home-time transport plans. 
 

 

 

Teacher-only Day - Student Success -  New Outdoor Area ïSchool Roll ï Student Engagement  in Learning 
Board Bulletin - National Standards Survey Result ï Sports News -Admin& Community News ï Marine Trip 

 

Greetings. Tena koutou katoa.  
 

TEACHER-ONLY DAY TERM 2 DAY 1 
 

STUDENTS START TERM 2 ON TUESDAY 20 APRIL.  Monday 19 April (Term 2 Day 1), was approved by 
the Board of Trustees at its February meeting for whole-staff training in positive classroom 
relationships, led by Special Education manager Tim Andersen. We regret any inconvenience. The training 
is important for staff and students. The last newsletter advised that this was the likely date, now confirmed. 
 

STUDENT SUCCESS  
Kapa Haka   Ma tini, ma mano, ka rapa te whai.  By many, by thousands, the object is attained. 
 

Kaea Dylan Tohu (Y13), Toni Tahere (Y12) 

 

Y13 Trei Mackie, Kayla Piri, Kim Tscherner      Y12   Puti Shortland,  Finnisha Tuhiwai 
Y11  Cody Becker, Axle Crawford, David Tito, Haami Tohu, Natasha Edmonds, Maggie Henare,  

Davena Tae      Y10  Mary Mackie, Toni-Lee Tohu       Y9 Skieye Crawford  
Y8 Thorodin Crawford, Wesley Pomare, DôLen Topia, Taylah Urquhart 
Y7 Shai Brooks, George Shortland, Levi Tito, Lazzarae Harris, Taylor Tito, 
 

Thank you to the dedicated ówhanau kapa hakaô and supporters who have made it all possible, especially  
Tutor   Mereana Pou Manager Kaye Rawlings Committee  Daphne Nikora, Juanita Parata, Marlene Tuhiwai  
 

Dress rehearsal   whole School   10am Monday 29 March    
Performance          1pm Wednesday 31 March at Kaitaia College  
Community Performance  Thursday 22 April - Term 2 Week 1 - coin koha per person (under-5s free) 
 

Staff Support    Whaea Kaye & Mr Dunn travel with the group. Mr Morgan, Ms Van der Klundert, Mr Susnjar 
attend performances on the day. (Apologies from me ï itôs time Mr Morgan had the privilege.) 
 

Aroha from all of us for another successful festival experience!  Kia kaha e nga mokai Rangatahi! 
 
Link Class (Year 7-8) 

 

1   Physical Activities Leadership (PAL)  Last week 10 Link students trained to become PAL leaders.  
They will now run lunchtime activities for Y1-6 students twice a week.  Congratulations to: 
Thorodin Crawford, Claudia Erickson-Ross, Morgana Hall, Kayla Mason, Cheyanne Mickan,  
Wesley Pomare, Krista Ryken, Skye Takimoana, DôLen Topia, Jerren Tweedie. 
 

2   Mentors / Reading Buddies  6 Link students are mentors and reading buddies for  Y1-6 students.  
Before school they spend time in their designated classrooms listening to students read and helping 
teachers with various activities.  They are also on hand to help with the breakfast club:  
Rm 1  Krista Ryken, DôLen Topia  Rm 3  Lazzarae Harris, George Shortland   
Rm 4 Taylor Tito, Shai Brooks 
Congratulations to the above students for taking responsibility for supporting younger students. 
 

3   Town Swimming Champs    
Congratulations to students who represented Mangakahia at the Y7-8 swimming champs: 
 

Shai Brooks, Lazzarae Harris, Sullivan Tito, Taylor Tito, and Grayson Naera-Young, who earned a 3rd 
placing in one of his events.  Well done Grayson. 

NEWSLETTER 



2009 NCEA Results  Congratulations to our 2009 NCEA achievers: 
 

Level 1  
Ryan Hall, Zachary Keane, Shelly Nielsen, Tynneal Openshaw, Kahlen Parata-Lamusitele, Cherith 
Schraag, Toni Tahere, Finnisha Tuhiwai, Keegan Walker, Lloyd Walker. 
 

Level 2   
Darone Diamond, Riwhi Edmonds, Cameron Kaka, Edward Kelly, Chelsea Mcleod, Trei Mackie,  
Erin Murphy, Kayla Piri, Penehamine Porter, Sherryn Schraag, Dylan Tohu. 
 

Level 3    Rochelle Lomas (now studying for a degree in Early Childhood Education at Waikato University) 
 

How well does Mangakahia compare with other schools in NCEA?  Results are based on the 1st July 
Roll return.  This includes leavers July-October who did not complete their year, so distorting our figures. 
However, Y12-13 results still look good!  Percentages achieved above the national average are in bold. 
 

Qualifications by Year Level 
Level      Mangakahia Area School          Nationally 
                          Y11    Y12     Y13   Y11   Y12   Y13     
1    41.7    92.3     100   70.8   90.6     96.6 
2                 91.7      100   60.3       75.5     93.3  
3                                     75         33.3                        20          39       63.4 

 

Qualifications by schools in similar decile communities 
Level      Mangakahia Area School          Nationally 
                          Y11    Y12     Y13   Y11   Y12   Y13     
1    41.7    92.3     100   59   85.1     95.3 
2                 91.7      100   50          63.8     88.4  
3                                     75         33.3                        68.8       48.3    55.9 
 

Although last yearôs Y11 performed below the national average, Y12-13 certainly made up for it! Ka pai! 
 

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR NEW OUTDOOR AREA YET? 

 

The grounds - from the junior deck to the left corner of the playing field - have been transformed!   
 

A brand new landscaped sandpit and refurbished playground area for Y1-6 students is already well used. 
A new óspiderô climbing frame should arrive soon.  On the field, a Y7-13 fitness trail is now installed, for use 
in PE, sports practices, and training during break times.   All students will benefit from the óedible gardenô 
and orchard with raised plant beds and sites for fruit and other trees, linked by curved pathways. Students 
of all ages will take part in planting, growing, and harvesting as part of Mangakahiaôs continued commitment 
to education for sustainability and the provision of high quality, interactive teaching and learning facilities.  
 

The transformation has been long in the planning, fundraising budgeting and building.  Envisioned in 2006 
by the then PTA, the committee commissioned plans, fundraised, and left a healthy bank balance towards 
the projectôs future. Thank you to Gail Farrell, Tracey Alison, Janet Nielsen and team for your vision and 
hard work.  In common with many schools, the PTA has been in recess since 2007.   Although the project 
was put on hold, it was not forgotten. The 2007-2010 Board of Trustees budgeted for the new area óbuildô 
by GreenGables this summer. The facilities are a wonderful legacy to Mangakahia students from the 
current BOT. Well done David Davies-Colley, Carol Smith, Ivy Rakich, Rangi Tuhiwai & Roz Tweedie.  
 

Year 1-8  Garden Planting Plan    At present Y1-8 students and teachers are putting together a planting 
plan for the new garden area.  They would greatly appreciate: donations of winter vegetable seedlings, 
and yoghurt pots and egg cartons for raising the seedlings.  
 

SCHOOL ROLL 
 

1 ROLL 150 Return 1st March 151   We are staffed at 142 for 2010  Year levels: 
Y1 5; Y2 10; Y3 8; Y4 10; Y5 5; Y6 8; Y7 10; Y8 17; Y9 14; Y10 21; Y11 16; Y12 16; Y13 10 

Y1-8   49%    Y 9-13  51%     Gender  Male 49%   Female 51%   Ethnicity    73 % Maori  27% non-Maori      
 

Distribution 
Rm 1 12  (Rm 2)   Rm 3 17  Rm 4 16  Link Class 27   Y9 14;  Y10 21;  Y11 16;  Y12-13  26 
 

If the Link class gets much bigger, we would need to split the class into Y7 and Y8. 



 
STUDENT ENGAGEMENT IN LEARNING 

 

Classroom behaviour and learning are very positive. Students new to the school have settled in well.  
The relocation of the Link class to the former music room and Rosemaryôs expert teaching of them are 
proving very successful. The reorganisation of the school day into five hour-long periods is resulting in much 
deeper learning.  Students and teachers are making the most of it and adapting well. 
 

Engagement in school life supports engagement in learning.  Some examples of Mangakahiaôs 
initiatives, old and new:  Whaea Mereanaôs kapa haka training, Elyne Semenoffôs enviro groups, Juanita 
Parataôs sports rallies, Sport Northlandôs Y7-8 PAL training, Margie Crawfordôs Y-Dub Club (Duke of 
Edinburgh Awards for girls), Ti Parkes & Paul Whareôs group (boys at outdoor ed), Barry Dunnôs cell group 
(youth group activities), Nicki Knierôs competition cooking (MAS is set to win!). Acting dean Sheila Bangerter 
has set up an awards system for Student of the Week, Term, and Year, with draws for vouchers and a big 
sponsored prize for Student of the year.      
 

BOARD BULLETIN 
 

The board has reviewed the Charter and the Concerns and Complaints policy and are in the process 
of reviewing the Stand Downs and Suspensions policy. The review focus at the next board meeting will 
be remaining key policies, principalôs appraisal 2008-2009, and the boardôs review of its own performance.   
 

BOT Nomination forms should be in at the school office by 12 noon on Friday 23 April.  The current 
boardôs next meeting is 5pm Monday 26 April in the school staffroom. This will be the last chance for 
intending candidates to observe a board meeting before elections on Friday 7 May.  

 

This is the last newsletter for Term 1, which ends next Thursday 1 April.  Thank you students, staff, 
whanau and supporters for great work.  Enjoy a happy Easter and restful holiday. Remember that for 
students Term 2 starts on TUESDAY 20 APRIL.   
 
Ka kite, 
Anne Stead 
 

 
NATIONAL STANDARDS SURVEY RESULT (10 surveys returned) 

 

Survey Questions YES 

(tick) 

NO 

(tick) 

1 
 

Do you feel that your primary/intermediate/area school generally keeps you well informed about your 
childôs progress and achievement?  

8 2 

2 
 

If you have concerns about your childôs progress and achievement, do you feel comfortable about 
approaching the school? 

8 2 

3 
 

Do you think it is wrong that children as young as 5 and 6 years should be labelled as failing? 9 1 

4 Do you think that people should be concerned about bringing in an untried, untested system into our 
schools, when similar systems have failed overseas? 

7 3 

5 Does it concern you that 87% of parents of primary and intermediate school students do not have 
enough knowledge about National Standards, yet the government is proceeding with their 
implementation? 

8 2 

6 Do you think it is wrong to hold schools totally responsible for studentsô learning when it is 
acknowledged that there are many other circumstances beyond the control of the school? 

8 2 

7 Does it concern you that the government, despite its chief advisor Professor John Hattie saying that 
national standards should be scrapped and that leading academics and the Associate Minister of 
Education have concerns about the standards, is continuing with its current implementation plan? 

8 2 

8 Does it concern you that your elected Board of Trustees (who are parents of the school and represent 
you) has been threatened with being sacked if it disagrees with implementing the standards? 

7 3 

9 Do you believe that the money being spent on National Standards would be better spent on 
world-leading programmes, developed in NZ, that we know work with students who are 
struggling to learn? 

8 2 

10 Do you think that National Standards were a major reason for the change in government? 5 5 

 

 
 
 
 



From the Sports Desk 
 
SCHOOL SPORTS DAYS 
Thank you to everyone for their help and support.  
Participation at Athletics Day is markedly higher than 
Swimming Sports.  Congratulations to all our students 
for their efforts and success.  From these two events 
students from across the school went on to represent 
our school at the WPSSA Primary Swimming Champs, 
WPSSA Intermediate Swimming Champs and the 
NSSS Athletics Champs.  A special mention and 
congratulations to Kolio Parata-Lamusitele for placing 

3
rd

 overall Junior Boys 200m. 
 

House Points: 
 

 Swimming Athletics 
Kowhai 500 1640 
Matai 506 1620 
Pohutukawa 386 1530 
Taraire 476 1345 

 
Total school participation at swimming sports 
Male  57.36% 
Female  54.3% 
TOTAL  55.8%   

 
Total school participation at athletics sports 
Male  93.3%  
Female  82.43%  
TOTAL  87.92% 
 

NORTHLAND AREA SCHOOLS TRAINING 
Next term all teams will be training for the tournament 
in week 5.  Trainings are compulsory; failure to attend 
trainings will result in a player being dropped from the 
team.  Trainings will take place after school.  Players 
need to ensure they have suitable TRANSPORT, 
clothing and footwear: 
 

Monday  Netball  3.00pm ï 4.30pm 
Tuesday Basketball 3.00pm ï 4.30pm 
Wednesday Futsal  3.00pm ï 4.00pm 
Thursday Volleyball 3.00pm ï 4.00pm 
 

SATURDAY NETBALL 
Any students from Yr 4 to Yr 13 interested in playing 
Saturday netball on  the school team need to come and 
see me before Monday 29

th
.  We are looking for 

coaches for the Primary and Intermediate teams.  If we 
do not have any coaches we will not be able to enter 
teams. 
 

SATURDAY RUGBY 
Most rugby clubs have already held their rally.  If you 
are interested in playing go along to training: 
Mangakahia Rugby, Wednesdays 4.30pm 
Hora Hora Rugby, Thursdays 4.30pm 
Old Boys Rugby, Wednesdays @ Kensington Park 
from 4.00pm 
 

KAPA HAKA SUPPORTERS TSHIRTS 
There are a limited number of supporters t-shirts 
available via the Sports Office - $20 each.  Sizes range 
from 3XL to Small.  If you wish to purchase one please 
let us know. 
 

TERM TWO EVENTS 
Northland Area Schools Association Sports 
Tournament: 
Rugby     6

 
& 7 May 

Basketball, Volleyball, Futsal & Netball 19ï21 May 
School Cross Country   26 May 
Yr 7 & 8 Winter Tournament  28 May 
WPSSA Primary Winter Tournament 15 June 
College Day ï Futsal and Netball 16 June 
 

THANK YOU to the Oxford Sports Trust for 
supporting our school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



ADMIN AND COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEE ELECTIONS 
The Board of Trustee election process has begun 
and nominations are being called for five parent 
representatives.  Forms are available from the 
school office.  Nominations close on 23

rd
 April at 

noon.   Voting day will be 7
th

 May.    
 

Subject Fees 
Subject fees can now be paid to the school office.  
Please contact the office if you are unsure what your 
childôs fees are or if you prefer to pay in instalments.  
Please note that we do not ask for school donations. 
Accounts will be sent out early next term. 
 

Community / School Library:  Anyone from our 
community can borrow books and use the Community 
Library situated at Mangakahia Area School, just come 
in and register with the librarian.  Library hours are 
Monday ï Friday 8.30am to 3.00pm.  All welcome.  We 
have a large selection of books suitable for all ages:  
Science fiction, romance, mystery, adventure or crime.  
There is a good range of popular authors:  Jodi Picoult, 
Jeffrey Archer, Paulina Simmons, John Grisham, 
Danielle Steel, Bryce Courtenay, Steven King to name 
a few.  We can reserve books and try to find that 
ñparticularò book you have been looking for.  
 

Titoki Playcentre is situated at Mangakahia Area 
School and has attractive, modern facilities.  Sessions 
are held on Mondays, 9.00am to 12.00pm for children 
aged 0 to 6 years.  There are stimulating activities for 
adults and children and all families are welcome.  
Phone Michelle, 4331 115 or Philippa, 4331 511.  
 

Monster Motorbike Trail Ride 
On Sunday 25 April 2010 Tangowahine School is  
holding its Monster Motorbike Trail Ride.  For more 
information go to www.monstertrail.co.nz or phone 
Tangowahine School 09 439 7032.  
 

Coaching Workshop 
This is a great opportunity to support 
your school coaches and/or parents for 
2010.  Getting Started in Coaching is a 
generic course and a great starting 
point for anyone who is involved with 
youth sport as a coach, official or just a 
supportive family member. Workshops Details:  
Presenter: Tama Jones, Date: Thursday 25 March 
2010, Time: 6.00pm ï 8.00pm, Venue: Whangarei 
Netball Centre, Kensington Ave, Whangarei, Costs: $5 
per person.   To register contact Azelia Bezuidenhout, 
Coaching Coordinator, Sport Northland.  DDI: 09 470 
3218 - Mob: 027 272 7522 - Email:   
azeliab@sportnorth.co.nz 
 

Northland Youth Theatre Holiday Programme 12th - 
16th April $30 (9 - 4pm) per day for a drama filled 
experience. Phone Rose on 4387753 or email on 
coordinator@nyt.org.nz 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PGG Wrightson and Balance Agri-Nutrients 
Any farmer who purchases selected Balance fertiliser 
from PGG Wrightson between 1 March and 31 May 
2010 will be able to enter their school of choice 
(Mangakahia Area School!) in a draw to win one of four 
HP computers.  All you have to do is nominate 
Mangakahia Area School at the time of ordering. 
 

Aerobics 
Classes are held at the Mangakahia Sports Complex, 
Poroti at 6.30pm with Sport Northland instructors. 
There is Body Balance classes each Tuesday and 
Body Combat on Thursdays. $6.00 for casuals and 
concessions available.  For more information phone 
Jan Harrison on 4346 308. 
 

After School Art  
From 3.30pm ï 5pm starting May 2010 at the Quarry 
Arts Centre, Selwyn Ave, Whangarei ïbookings 
essential. 
Tuesdays - Fun with Fibre with Kirsten Pleitner, ages 7 
and up, fee $15 each day. 
Thursdays - Painting with Jane Whiting, ages 7-11, 
fee $15 each day 
Contact details:  09 438 1215,   admin@quarryarts.org 
or www.quarryarts.org 
 

NIT-ENZ ENDS NITS! -  100% CUSTOMER 

SATISFACTION & CERTIFIED ORGANIC!  

$15.00-NIT-ENZ Certified Organic  

Shampoo 225ml .  $10.00-NIT-ENZ 

Head Lice Repellent Hair Gel   200ml.  $10.00-NIT-

ENZ Head Lice Repellent Hair Spray 165ml .   

DONõT WAIT UNTIL ITõS TOO LATE!  Ongoing use of 

Nit-Enz PREVENTS head lice infestation!   ELIMINATES 

THE NEED FOR COMBING WHEN USED AS 

DIRECTED!  NEW ZEALAND MADE!  The Nit-Enz team 

is available to a nswer any questions you may 

have about head lice, re -infestation or the Nit -Enz 

range of products.  Available at participating Pak 

n Save, New World & 4 Square Stores.    

Phone:  09 232 6656, Emai l:  info@nit-enz.com      

Web:  www.nit -enz.com   
 

Dates 
30 ï 31 March Tai Tokerau Festival, Kaitaia College 
1 April  End of Term 1 
4 April  Daylight Saving ends  

(Clocks go BACK 1 Hour) 
19 April TEACHER ONLY DAY - Term 2 starts 
20 April  MAS Students start Term 2 
25 April  ANZAC Day 
7 June  Queenôs Birthday 
2 July  End of Term 2 
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Poor Knights  
A group of students visited the Poor Knights Island to experience snorkelling on a well established 
Marine Reserve.  They were accompanied by Ms Semenoff, Mr Smith and Mrs McCardle.  The 
group travelled on the Dive Tutukaka boat ñA Perfect Dayò which took 40 minutes to get to the 
Islands.  There they did some fantastic snorkelling in deep, clear water seeing a huge variety of 
fish and interesting fauna.  Afterwards Dive Tutukaka had some kayaks available which meant 
students could get a different perspective from on top of the water and get up close to the soaring 
cliffs. The boat went into a huge cave on the way home which was quite eerie but had some great 
sound effects.  Our thanks go to the team from EMR who supplied the snorkelling gear and wet 
suits and to Ms Semenoff for organising the trip. 


