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8 April 2022—Term 1, Week 9, 2022 

Kia ora koutou 

The community and school seem to be coming out of the worst of the Covid-19 

outbreak. Many thanks for having your students at home. Last Friday we had 10 

students and only 3 teachers across the whole school on site. I’m pleased that this 

week we have 80% of the students back and only one teacher away. It’s really im-

portant to have all students back in class. Getting them back to a good routine is 

important of their well-being, and learning. 

I would like to acknowledge the passing of Frank Tito, who was the husband of 

our highly valued staff member Daphne. The school attended the tangi on Thurs-

day last week. I know the community and school will continue to support the 

whanau going forward. 

This week we are sending Interim Reports home, these would normally have gone 

home in week 6, but with the Covid wave they have been delayed. They report on 

how the students have been going while they have been in class. We understand 

some students have been away for a while, but it’s important for parents and 

caregivers to have a sense of how the students are going. 

This week we have managed to complete some trips out of the school. The Senior 

Art class were out on Wednesday to photograph the falls. On Friday a group are 

going into the NorthTec Trades day, to look at apprenticeship programmes.  

Senior students are continuing to complete assessments now that they are back 

in school. 

Next week is the last week of Term, with Easter and ANZAC day falling in the holi-

days. Term 2 starts Monday 2 May. 

Have a safe and healthy holiday, we will see you all back at the start of Term 2. 

 

Noho ora mai 

Allister Gilbert 

Principal  

principal@mangakahia.school.nz 

 

mailto:principal@mangakahia.school.nz


To the Parents and Whanau of Mangakahia Area School 

From the Commissioner,  Vivien Knowles  

Kia ora koutou 

This term has continued to be quite challenging for everyone and Mangakahia Area School has been no exception.   

However, the education of our students has continued either face to face or remotely, despite significant staff ab-

sences. A huge thank you to our Principal and staff for ensuring that the school continued to operate effectively in 

the pandemic environment and likewise, a huge thank you to whanau, for supporting your children’s learning un-

der difficult circumstances. 

I have been the Commissioner at Mangakahia Area School for over a year now and significant progress has been 

made during this time. Now that we can plan to hold a community hui, I am keen to share more with you about the 

journey of the statutory intervention and the objectives of my role including the key goal of resuming self govern-

ance.  The Principal and I have worked with my Reference Group to refresh Mangakahia Area School’s strategic pri-

orities for 2022.   These priorities, as well as new school values, will be a key part of our discussion with you when 

we can get together.  Having these priorities in place signals a clear way forward for the school.  You will hear more 

details about the hui from the Principal but our intention is to hold this  hui early in Term 2. 

A board -funded teacher has been appointed so that new entrants can learn alongside  children of similar age 

( years 0-3). We know this is important to parents. A board - funded teacher aide has also been appointed to pro-

vide individual support to senior level teachers and students.  This initiative is new and  we are hopeful this will be 

effective in helping senior students in their learning. 

The Principal and I  are very pleased that the design phase for the refurbishment of the Junior block is ready to 

begin and that you will be able to have input to this process next term. Following  the recommendation from the 

Gardening Group, an upgrade of the front entrance to the school is now well  underway. A local Landscape Archi-

tect is leading this work and we hope to have a concept drawing available for comment shortly.  The intention is to 

open up the entrance and make it more welcoming to whanau and the community. 

The recruitment of a permanent principal is my key focus right now.  I am working with my Reference Group on the 

appointment process and the position will be advertised in the Education Gazette, published 2 May, as well as in a 

variety of places online and in hard copy. This timeframe allows for an appointment to be made in Term 3 so the 

successful applicant can take up the position in Term 4.  It is important the advertisement is distributed as widely as 

possible so please use all your networks to do this.  I will keep you updated as this process progresses. 

The Easter and school holidays are now very close and we are all very much looking forward to this break.  I will be 

out of the country for this holiday period to attend to family business.  Madeleine East will be on standby, as Com-

missioner, should a need arise  during this time.  Madeleine will be known to many of you.  She is very experienced 

in working with schools in this capacity and knows Mangakahia Area School well as she has been working with the 

Leadership Team for some months now. 

Being able to finally plan to hold a school – community hui is exciting and I am looking forward to this very much. In 

the meantime, I hope all goes smoothly for you and your whanau and everyone stays well. 

Noho ora mai 

Vivien Knowles 

Commissioner – Mangakahia Area School 



My name is Danny Cherrington. I am a Mathematics teacher with 21 years of 

teaching experience. I have always been, and still are very passionate about 

what I teach. This is my fourth year at Mangakahia Area School, and I am 

definitely enjoying my time here. Just like many students here today, I was 

once a young student who was educated at Otiria (Moerewa), through to 

Bay of Islands Intermediate, then to Hato Tipene (St Stephens Boarding 

School, South Auckland), and then back to Bay of Islands College. This is 

when I finally realised I wanted to become a teacher, as I wanted to not only 

teach what I had learnt, but to teach what I wasn’t taught but felt it was im-

portant for our young students to this present day. 

After a mornings 

work the Year 7-8 

class enjoys their 

sushi. 

Senior students  

assessment  

 plates on 

 display. 

Food Technology have had a productive time 

Kia ora koutou 

Ko Hikurangi te maunga 

Ko Wairua te awa 

Ko Atlantis te waka 

No Hikurangi ahau 

Ko Paulette Bankart taku 
whaea 

Ko Calais me Luther taku 
tamariki 

Ko Kaleb taku mokopuna 

My name is Kahla Topia.  I have 2 adult 

children and 1 grandson.  I have a grand 

daughter due in the next few weeks.  This 

is my 6th year at Mangakahia Area 

School.  I began my first year here in 

Room 1 teaching the Year 1 - 3 class.  I 

moved the following year to the Year 7/8 

class group and have been there ever 

since.  This is also the 4th year of my roll 


